
Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Peace Scholarship Awards

The following individuals were awarded Peace Scholarships by Veterans For Peace 
Chapter 93. The awards are given to college students enrolled in peace studies or 
conflict resolution courses.

2005 - Alex Hill—Mr. Hill stated: There are four important lessons that I have learned. 
First,; nothing ever comes to fruition in words. It is our deeds that change and shape 
our communities and our world. Second, everyone has the potential to make a 
difference, but who among us will choose to act on that potential – and what kind of 
difference will we choose to make? Third, we must first believe in ourselves before 
anyone will believe in us. And lastly, although one person can make a difference, 
one must act on their words, and must believe in himself before anyone else will, 
nothing can have a great impact and be accomplished by just one person. We can’t 
make a difference alone – we need each other. It takes a group of dedicated people 
to change something.

 
2005 - Joe Walsh—Mr. Walsh stated: Honor needs to be an integral part of my life.  That

which I undertake without honor, even when lacking in the slightest degree, 
ultimately proves unsuccessful… this applies even when dealing with rivals.  Positive
impacts are made when—and only when—I do good for good reasons.

2006 - Joe Walsh - $500

2006 - Ryan Elsey - $500—Alumni of the University of Detroit Mercy Mr. Elsey planned 
to write an independent  project focusing on the history of US foreign policy, the 
CIA’s intervention, and other forms of imperialism.

            
2006 - Sarah Croco - $200

2007 - Kristin Arnold - $250

2007 - Sholeen Damarwal - $250-- A Political Science/Pre-law major specializing in 
Peace and Justice studies, Ms Damarwal Being, an international student, has 
developed a keen interest in world affairs from an American perspective.  Through 
many voluntee activities she would like to work towards harmonizing the world, my 
examining the philosophy and psychology of warring nations.

2007 - David Flores - $750—Mr. Flores used this initial Scholarship award by focusing 
his interest around the question of why some veterans return from the military as 
staunch supporters of our nation’s foreign policy of military intervention while others 
come to embrace a more critical stance that questions the central value of warfare as
part of our post-war/cold war foreign policy apparatus. 

2009 - Rebecca Farnum - $500—Ms. Farnum  states: “I have come to believe that war is
a human invention that comes about because of governmental structures rather than
human nature.”  She plans to study abroad in Cairo, learning intermediate Arabic and
getting a better understanding of the culture of the Arab world with her scholarship 
award.

2009 - Mitch Goldsmith - $500—Mr. Goldsmith ascribes to the Just War Theory that re-



quires a competent authority with just intentions to engage in war only for a just 
cause -which may include self-defense or a protection of rights- after all peaceful 
means have been exhausted. Wars must consist of only proportional violence which 
uses no force that is not completely just and necessary. 

2009 - Grace Potts - $500—Ms. Potts has worked hard on workplace issues.  Her final 
project in an undergrad class at Washtenaw Community College was on Mentoring 
in the Workplace in which she received the highest grade.

2009 - Christina Curell - $750

2009 - David Flores - $1,000—In pursuit of his dissertation, with this award Mr. Flores 
will be interviewing Vietnam veterans to get a better understanding of how the 
experience of combat drove them in such opposite political directions regarding the 
meaning of patriotism, warfare, and peace. 

2010 - David Flores - $5,000

2010 - Kevin Pietrick - $500—Through Mr. Pietrick work with the IWW, besides 
spearheading a campaign to build a new local branch of the IWW in Lansing, MI he 
has demonstrated a dedication to social justice in action.

2010 - Amanda Munroe - $500—Ms. Munroe is a graduate school in Georgetown’s 
Master of Arts in Conflict Resolution program.  The scholarship allowed her to 
purchase books and supplies for my studies, and helped me finance weekly 
transportation to a south-side DC Public school where I lead an exciting conflict 
resolution skills-building program called Dance4Peace. 

2010 - Wanda Joseph - $500

2015 – February – William Turner - $500 scholarship—Mr. Turner stated:  I am a 
resident of the city of Detroit. I am very much interested in the betterment for the city 
of Detroit. My roots stem deep in this community and has played a huge impact on 
my life. I am currently majoring in Political Science, and plan on graduating and 
attending Law School. I currently fully support myself and unemployed at the 
moment. I recently took a peace studies course.  It was very much interesting and 
opened my eyes to some things that are going in the world, and also making me 
consider changing my minor to Peace Studies. I am a believer of peace and 
togetherness, and fully support our government in bringing home our troops. I want 
to be a lawyer to be able to have a legal stand point on the matter of peace and use 
my degree to advocate for peace. 

2015 – August – William Turner - $300 scholarship

2016 – May - William Turner – $250 scholarship 

2016 – August - Sophia Bouwsma - $1000 scholarship

2016 – September - Breanna Casper - $1000 scholarship 



2016 – August - Sophia Bouwsma  - $1000 scholarship to Sophia Bouwsma from Grand 
Rapids, MI. With a degree in music, Sophia will attend the SIT Graduate Institute in 
Brattleboro, Vermont where she has been admitted to the Graduate Certificate in 
Conflict Transformation and Peace Building Program. Ms. Bouwsma will travel to Sri 
Lanka during 2017 in fulfillment for her certificate.

2017 – February - Sophia Bouwsma  - $750 scholarship 

2017 – February - Brianne Couling - $750 scholarship—An honor student at Sring Arbor 
University, Ms. Couyling is very active in her local community focusing her activities 
on local peace and justice concerns.

2017 – August - Melissa Pavlik - $1000 – scholarship—Ms. Pavlik claims that 
patriotism and peace are reconcilable. To fight conflict, one must embody 
understanding mixed with passion.  “The insights gained from my career thus 
far have been remarkably straightforward, and have provided a sound 
intellectual foundation for my understanding of conflict and peace, particularly 
involving violent non-state actors such as ISIS. As I tell my interns, nobody, 
not even ISIS militants, think they are the bad guys. Everybody, especially 
ISIS militants, think the time they live in is unique. Very rarely do groups fight 
at random—and ISIS certainly does not; strategic decisions are part of 
waging war. Attempting to understand a group’s decision-making and 
strategic trajectory requires listening to what they have to say, taking them 
seriously, and assuming they are human, with all the brilliance and vice and 
miscalculation that entails. It only through this relatively simple realization –
that all humans are human, and our adversaries as much as ourselves—that I
truly believe conflict can be understood and ultimately prevented.

2017 – September - Teresa Azzam  - $1000 scholarship to Teresa Azzam of Rochester 
Hills, MI. Teresa will be attending law school at Case Western University, chosen as 
that institution has an international focus on peace and justice work. She hopes to 
work eventually for the Department of State or with a related Non-governmental or-
ganization, on refugees, working to create safe environments that people can return 
to. Related to refugee issues, while at Michigan State University, she was a founding
member of two related organizations: Empowered Arab Sisterhood and Students for 
International Refugee Awareness.


