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Veterans For Peace - Chapter 93
September 2021 Newsletter
… The Utah Phillips – J. David Singer Chapter
Serving Washtenaw, Livingston, Hillsdale, Lenawee and Jackson Counties
Local Contact: Bob Krzewinski – 734-487-9058 – wolverbob@gmail.com
www.vfp93.org or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/VFP93  
1. Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Meeting – Saturday, September 18th, 10am
The next VFP Chapter 93 meeting will be held online only, Saturday, September 18th at 10am. If you would like to participate in the meeting online and your computer has a microphone and video, go to the Zoom meeting link of https://zoom.us/j/91494136992?pwd=d1JHcVZaYldPVjl1bnc3YUU3NkJKQT09. No computer access? Call 312-626-6799 and enter the meeting ID of 926 4190 8470 to join the meeting via phone. Anyone can participate in this meeting, or any other VFP Chapter 93 event, be they veteran or not. The meeting agenda is as follows…
1. Introductions and welcome

2. General Business

a. Previous meeting minutes

b. Treasury report

c. Chapter Secretary

d. Membership

e. VFP 93 Calendar  • 9/21 - International Day of Peace - www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace   • Afghan war start – October 7, 2001 • John Lennon birthday October 9
f. VFP Outreach

g. Other

3. Old & continuing business

a. Honorary Chapter member program

b. Truth In Recruiting/Opt-out

c. Washtenaw County Council of Veterans meetings 

d. Mayors For Peace Michigan organizing

e. Other

4. New Business

a. Other

5. Projects

a. Peace Studies Scholarship

b. MLK Day

c. Earth Day 

d. Peace Pole

e. Arlington Michigan

f. Ann Arbor Art Fair 
g. John Lennon Concert

h. John Lennon Concert CD

i. Other 

6. Upcoming events – Next meeting 

7.  Announcements/Adjournment

2. VFP Chapter 93 August 22, 2021 Meeting Minutes
Note 1 – Names capitalized indication follow-up required. Note 2 -  Meeting was originally scheduled for August 21 at 10am but due to Zoom problems, the meeting was rescheduled to August 22 at 8pm.
1) Introductions and welcome - The meeting began at 8:08pm via Zoom. Present were Bob Krzewinski, Steve Morehouse, Mike Muha, Jim Rine, John Edgren and Bill Shea.
2) General Business

a) Previous meeting minutes - Accepted
b) Treasury report – Mike Muha reported $7818.74 in the treasury. Mike also proposed our treasury be moved from Comerica to a local bank, the Bank of Ann Arbor which was approved by the meeting membership. 
c) Chapter Secretary – Still looking for a Chapter secretary with the main job to take meeting minutes. 
d) Membership – 27 members on the roster with 5 lapsed.
e) VFP 93 Calendar - Hiroshima – Nagasaki (August 6 & 9): Items about these day placed on Chapter’s web and Facebook pages. 
f) VFP Outreach – No new items. 
3) Old & continuing business

a) Honorary Chapter member program – We have four honorary members who we have paid dues on but sometimes their membership lapsed. A discussion was held on paying the honorary members dues up for three years in advance, which was approved by the membership. MIKE will contact national VFP on this item. 
b) Truth In Recruiting/Opt-out – No new updates
c) Washtenaw County Council of Veterans meetings – Bob attended the August meeting 16th in Saline. 
d) Mayors For Peace Michigan organizing – An online organizing meeting will be held on August 23rd which BOB will be attending.  

e) Other

4) New Business

a) Militarism and Climate Change – Jim Rine gave a great presentation and referred people to https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis.  
b) Divest From War, Invest For Peace Campaign – MIKE will provide information for BOB to place in the Chapter’s web and Facebook pages as well as the September newsletter on this campaign. 
5) Projects

a) Peace Studies Scholarship – Bill Shea reviewed the applications for Rachelle Hale and Emily Aiken. The Executive Committee (Chair/Vice-Chair/Treasurer) found Emily’s application exceptional and approved a $1000 grant to her. MIKE will send Emily a check, a VFP t-shirt and a John Lennon Concert CD. Concerning Rachelle Hale, she had received an earlier scholarship fund grant and BILL had questions about why that earlier grant had just been paid and where a new application grant would be spent and would email Rachelle about these concerns. 
b) MLK Day – BILL will check with Ann Arbor District Library and University of Michigan about 2022 MLK Day presentations. BOB will check on Eastern Michigan University in September. 
c) Earth Day – No events this year locally due to the pandemic.
d) Peace Pole – No new updates.
e) Arlington Michigan – Bill confirmed  Ann Arbor’s Veterans Park has been reserved for Veterans Day. 
f) Ann Arbor Art Fair – VFP information table was well accepted. 
g) John Lennon Concert – Bill has been communicating with concert emcees Chris Buhalis. Concert will be a live event at The Ark which will require proof of immunization and wearing of masks (see https://theark.org/covid-19-faq) 
h) John Lennon Concert CD – Slow sales. Plenty of CDs for sale at the John Lennon concert. 
6) Upcoming events – Next meeting – Next meeting will be September 18th, 10am online at Zoom.
7)  Announcements/Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm. 
3. Annual VFP John Lennon Concert Fundraiser Tickets Now Available
[image: image2.jpg]LIVE PEACE

THE VFP93 JOHN LENNON BIRTHDAY
PEACE CONCERTS
«&Ns F%

%

vip93. org




Tickets are available now for the annual VFP John Lennon Birthday benefit concert - Thursday, October 7th, 2021. ​​This is the annual fundraiser at The Ark in Ann Arbor for the Chapter's Peace Scholarship Program and will be emceed by Chris Buhalis. All artists will be performing works of John Lennon on his October birthday, as well as other peace-themed songs. Concert starts at 7:30pm. Tickets $20 at https://theark.org/shows-events/2021/oct/07/veterans-peace-john-lennon-birthday-concert. More details at www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert.
PLEASE NOTE: The concert this year will be LIVE at The Ark, but proof of vaccination is required for all patrons, artists, crew, staff, and volunteers effective August 23, 2021. A COVID test cannot be used instead of vaccination. Patrons will be asked to show their proof of vaccination and a photo ID when they enter the club. Also, masks are currently required for all Ark patrons, staff, volunteers, artists (when not on stage) and crew. Patrons may lower masks briefly when eating or drinking in the listening room but should otherwise remain masked. For more Ark COVID precautions, visit https://theark.org/covid-19-faq.
4. Veterans For Peace Statement On U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan

Veterans For Peace has previously condemned the U.S. "forever wars" against "terror" and called for withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan, Iraq and other places in the world. We unequivocally believe that war is not the answer to any problem and that there is no military solution in Afghanistan.

The U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan was shameful and poorly executed. We have left too many behind. It was only after veteran and media outcry over leaving dedicated translators and their families, people who risked their lives for us that the U.S. decided, too late, to include them in our withdrawal. Many Afghans have been blocked by callous immigration policy and "Muslim Bans" from seeking safety in the United States, from the destabilization in Afghanistan that the U.S. created. Caring for refugees and civilians fleeing from conflict is basic decency, and the United States fails to act with the urgency required to protect people. Casual disregard for Afghan lives continues on all levels.

The release of the Afghanistan Papers last year clearly laid out the failed policy and the catastrophic level of malfeasance that reach the highest levels of the U.S. government. Virtually all U.S. government agencies bear responsibility for misleading the American public and for creating the conditions in which an unchecked military operates without accountability.

In the Afghanistan Papers over 400 people detailed the systematic failure of the U.S. military to take responsibility for its ineptness and instead blamed "corruption" of the Afghanistan government, all the while revealing the massive corruption and lies that the U.S. is perpetuating. While U.S. military commanders bemoaned Afghan leaders enriching themselves off American tax dollars, those same commanders climbed government ranks and earned promotions for promoting endless war.

U.S. Soldiers, contractors, and veterans were routinely marginalized or persecuted to maintain the status quo in Afghanistan. Their integrity was questioned while government lies were glorified as truth by a complicit media and government agencies.

Afghanistan is yet another example of U.S. military ineptness. Name it and it was wrong....Korea, Viet Nam, Afghanistan, Iraq and a host of other military deployments in Latin and South America. There are other instruments of national power that can be used to achieve reasonable national objectives than the U.S. military. Will our national leaders ever learn this lesson?

As veterans who have served in these wars and past wars, we are enraged by leaders that lie to us and lack the moral courage to act even when there is proof. We demand accountability in real and tangible ways. The pandering and posturing of so many politicians today is infuriating. Both parties are to blame for this and a militaristic culture that places profit above all else.

We must see a shift towards a future that holds the military and our government officials accountable. We must reduce the military budget and reallocate those funds towards social programs that prioritize meeting people's needs and to support the masses of refugees that seek safety for their families.

We continue to stand by these demands:

· Accept all Afghan refugees and provide humanitarian aid & resettlement aid.

· The military IMMEDIATELY release all three hundred names of those quoted in the Afghanistan Papers

· Congressional hearings that include perjury trials for all those officials who knowingly lied in official Congressional testimony, including closed door sessions of the House and Senate Armed Forces Committees

· A special Congressional committee to investigate fraud, waste, abuse and mismanagement for the war in Afghanistan

· A Congressional tribunal allowing Afghanistan veterans to testify about their experience.

· Repeal of the AUMF (Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Terrorists) -- which includes any subsequent AUMF to have a sunset clause.

· Recognition of Moral Injury as a legitimate diagnosis

· Reparations to Afghanistan and to all Afghans

About Face: Veterans Against the War has compiled a list of ways to help.  Click here
5. Divest from War, Invest for Peace

A number of groups, including Veterans For Peace, the Friends Committee On National Legislation, Peace Action of Michigan urge you to click on Zoom for four evenings with nationally-recognized advocates for reducing Pentagon spending and investing in human needs. This is a critical time as Congress is debating increasing spending for present and future wars so we must rally to overcome poverty and save the planet.  

Continued on next page…

Thursday, Sept. 9 @ 7 PM - The Moral Dimensions of Militarism - Rev. Liz Theoharis, Co-Chair, National Poor People Campaign. For Zoom connection go to https://www.peaceedcenter.org/divest-from-war-invest-for-peace/ 
Wednesday, Sept. 15 @ 7 PM - The Real Costs and Lost Opportunities of War, Lindsay Koshgarian, National Priorities Project. For Zoom connection go to https://www.peaceedcenter.org/divest-from-war-invest-for-peace/
Thursday, Sept. 23 @ 7 PM - The Military Industrial Congressional Complex Laid Bare, William Hartung, Arms and Security Program. For Zoom connection go to https://www.peaceedcenter.org/divest-from-war-invest-for-peace/
Wednesday, Sept. 29 @ 7 PM - Effective Citizen Lobbying to End Militarism, Elizabeth Beavers, Friends Committee on National Legislation. For Zoom connection go to https://www.peaceedcenter.org/divest-from-war-invest-for-peace/
Here’s a link to the series -  www.peaceedcenter.org/divest-from-war-invest-for-peace - No registration required. Just click on the link before the day of the presentation to look over some pretty informative material and go there again at 7pm the evening of the presentation. There also is an event Facebook page with links to individual programs - https://www.facebook.com/peaceedcenter/events
 
6. Automatic Enrollment Of Veterans In VA Health Care – Take Action!
The following is a message from the Veterans For Peace Save Our VA National Campaign

We are asking you to send a letter (by email) regarding House bill H.R.4673, the “Ensuring Veterans’ Smooth Transition Act” or “EVEST Act.” The EVEST Act will require the VA to automatically enroll veterans in the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) enrollment system within 60 days of receiving eligibility information from the Department of Defense. The legislation requires VA to provide veterans with a notice of enrollment and information of opting out, if they choose. Veterans will still be required to demonstrate eligibility for care based on service-connected conditions, income, or other factors.

Given the tragic events in Afghanistan in recent days, it is especially urgent that Congress enact this legislation, and that the implementation date is changed from August 1, 2022, to as soon as practically possible. In addition to physical injuries veterans suffer from burn pits, traumatic brain injuries, and combat-related wounds, tens of thousands of veterans who served in our wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other locations will be profoundly affected by the U.S. failure in Afghanistan. These veterans risked life and limb in support of the nation’s military aims, and many of them lost comrades. The psychological toll on all our veterans will be severe, and for some, this will be devastating.
Automatic enrollment is the least Congress can do for those who served. We urge you to send a letter to your representative encouraging him or her to support this legislation and to become a co-sponsor. 
This will only take a few moments. First, click here - https://tinyurl.com/enroll-vets-VA - to bring up a letter to Congress on the EVEST Act and personalize the letter with a few words about your status and interest in the VA. Personalized letters are twice as effective as generic letters by letting your Senator know you have a stake in this issue. Personalize the first sentence with something as simple as “I am a veteran” or “I am the family member of a veteran”.  Questions about this email may be directed to Bruce Carruthers at bcarruthers1@charter.net. For more on the VFP Save Our VA national campaign visit https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/stop-privatization-veterans-health-administration. 
7. September is Suicide Prevention Month: Learn How To Be There For Veterans In Crisis

If you or someone you know is in crisis, contact the Veterans Crisis Line:
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· Website: https://www.veteranscrisisline.net 
· Call and press 1: 1-800-273-8255

· Text Message: 838255

· Chat online at www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat 

· VA support for deaf and hard of hearing – click here 

Reach out and stay connected to the Veteran in your life. Be There. For a Veteran facing hard times, your support can provide hope when it’s needed most—and you already have what it takes to show you care. Take a few minutes to check in today. Here are some ideas to help you get started with a call, text, or email…

· Talking on the phone with your Veteran loved ones can strengthen your connection. Calling to just catch up is important—especially during this unpredictable time.

· Not only does an open and honest conversation help people feel less alone, but it also can give you a window into their experiences.

If you’re worried about someone, you might need to have a more serious conversation.

· Remind them you are there for them, even if physically apart. It’s easier to feel isolated these days—so reaching out is more important than ever.

· Validate their experience. Listen more than you speak—don’t dominate the conversation. Even if you can’t relate to what they are going through, you can tell them you understand that they went through something difficult and show them you respect their feelings about it.

· Let them decide how much information to share. Supportive and encouraging comments, rather than invasive personal questions, will create a space for open communication and avoid putting them on the defensive.

· If you’re concerned, it’s okay to ask directly if they are thinking about suicide. Asking questions about thoughts of suicide does not increase a person’s suicide risk, and the answers can help you determine the next steps to take.
Resources – (click links below to open in new tab)

· Suicide – Make the Connection - www.maketheconnection.net/conditions/suicide 
· VA’s Suicide Prevention Site - www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/index.asp 
· Veterans Self-Check Quiz - www.vetselfcheck.org/disclaimer.cfm 
8. Chapter Recording Secretary Needed
With our previous Chapter Secretary, Lynn Gilbert, moving back to Texas, a volunteer is needed to serve as Recording Secretary for Chapter 93. The work would only require a person to take meeting minutes once a month and the volunteer would need to be a Veterans For Peace member. Non-veterans can join Veterans For Peace as an Associate member. To volunteer, please contact Bob Krzewinski at wolverbob@gmail.com or 734-218-3307. 

9. September Is "Opt-Out Time" For High School Students To Be Contacted By Military Recruiters

Under the Federal “Every Student Succeeds Act”, unless a parent of a high school student under 18 signs and returns to a high school administration an “opt-out” form, a high school is legally bound to provide student contact information to military recruiters. While opt-out forms are sometimes provided to parents, click on this link to download a PDF opt-out form that can be forwarded to a high school and is legally binding. For more information about high school students “opting out” go to https://nnomy.org/en/resources/counter-recruitment/opt-out-student-lists.html. 
10. Announcement, Anniversaries & Reminders
Tuesday, September 21 - International Day Of Peace 

Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on September 21st . The United Nations General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, through observing 24 hours of non-violence and cease-fire. The 2021 theme is “Recovering better for an equitable and sustainable world” and more UN information about this important day can be found at www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace. 

Thursday, October 7 - John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert For Peace Scholarships

Live concert to benefit the Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Peace Scholarship program at The Ark in Ann Arbor. The Peace Studies scholarships are awarded to college students enrolled in peace studies or conflict resolution programs (such as offered at Wayne State University - www.clas.wayne.edu/cpcs). Concert starts at                   7:30pm. Tickets $20 at https://theark.org/shows-events/2021/oct/07/veterans-peace-john-lennon-birthday-concert. More details at www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert. 
Thursday, November 11th – Armistice/Veterans Day Arlington Michigan Display

11am until dusk, Veterans Park, Maple and Jackson Roads, Ann Arbor. Veterans/Armistice Day memorial display of one marker for every Michigan soldier lost in the Iraq and Afghan wars (230 markers). The purpose of this display is to honor those who have fallen, to provide a place to grieve, and to educate the public about the costs of war, as well as the needs of those returning from conflicts. Peace ceremony at 11am. 

VFP National Online Social Hours
VFP has experimented with VFP Social Hours and members enjoyed the chance to chat and catch up (or meet) with other Veterans For Peace members. VFP will continue these every Thursday at 6pm. (EDT). To join the Social Hour, go to https://zoom.us/j/324812650 or go to https://zoom.us/join and click join meeting and enter in Meeting ID: 324 812 650
VFP John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD
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Our VFP Chapter has a compact disc (CD) recording of the musical artists performing at our October John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concerts over the years for our Chapter’s Peace Scholarship program. And like the Concert, a purchase of the CD also goes to benefit the Peace Scholarship program. The John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD can be purchased for $15, plus $3 for shipping, by PayPal by visiting www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert-cd.
Selections on the John Lennon CD include Revolution (Chris Buhalis, Peter “Madcat” Ruth), Maggie Mae (Dave Boutette, Peter “Madcat” Ruth, Dave Keeney), You’ve Go To Hide Your Love Away (Annie & Rod Capps, Jason Dennie), Lucy In The Sky With Diamonds (Billy King with Emily Slomovits and band), In My Life (Emily Slomvits with Billy King), Dear Prudence (Jo Serrapere), Across The Universe (Jen Sygit), Rest Easy Little Darlin (John Latini), Crippled Inside (Dave Keeney, Sophia Hanfi), Working Class Hero (Rochelle Clark), Come Together (Shari Kane and Dave Steele) and Imagine (Billy King).
Veterans For Peace National Weekly E-News List
Get updates on upcoming VFP national actions, ongoing campaigns, and news from chapters across the country.  Additionally, the e-news provides resources and helpful tips for engaging your own actions. To sign up visit https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/eblast0/index.html.  
Support Those Who Supported Us For Our John Lennon Concert!
We again thank our musical artists who are contributing their talent to make our 2019 John Lennon benefit concert a success and urge you to support them throughout the year by attending their performances and purchasing their recordings. Visit https://www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert for a listing of concert musicians.
Our VFP Chapter Can Use Your Help
Currently our VFP Chapter has only a few people doing all the work and projects and to say we could use help is an understatement. Most of these jobs don’t take up that much time at all, and would help out the Chapter immensely. One thing we are trying to promote is for people to sign up for a “volunteer email list”. We always need extra people to help staff events like the Arlington Michigan display on Memorial/Veterans Day or the VFP booth at Earth Day or the Ann Arbor Art Fair. Just tell us you want to be on the volunteer e-mail list and when an event date starts rolling around, we will email you to see if you can help out. If you can, great. If not, we understand. Even if you are not a veteran, we could still use your help. To be placed on the “volunteer email list”, just send an email to Bob Krzewinski at wolverbob@gmail.com and he will get back in touch with you. Thanks in advance for your consideration of this request!!!
Thinking About Joining The Military? Already In The Military Seeking Conscientious Objector Status, Delayed Enlistment Problems, Or Release From Service?
Visit our “Thinking About Joining The Military? - Please Read This First” web page at www.vfp93.org/military-recruiting. The page includes before enlisting, how you should be able to honestly answer some basic questions, and have realistic expectations, about military life, a link to the 24-hour ​GI Rights Hotline for people already in the military, and a link to Project YANO (Youth And Non-Military Opportunities) with information about military enlistments, the delayed entry program and resources for alternatives to the military. Also, you will find a link to the Center On Conscience And War which has information on Selective Service registration, the draft, and conscientious objector status.
Metro Detroit VFP Chapter
The Metro Detroit Chapter of Veterans For Peace covers Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Monroe Counties and also has regular meetings. For more information visit http://  www.vfp74.org. 
