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Veterans For Peace - Chapter 93
February 2021 Newsletter
… The Utah Phillips – J. David Singer Chapter
Serving Washtenaw, Livingston, Hillsdale, Lenawee and Jackson Counties
Local Contact: Bob Krzewinski – 734-487-9058 – wolverbob@gmail.com
www.vfp93.org or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/VFP93
1. Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Meeting – Saturday, February 20th, 2021
The next VFP Chapter 93 meeting will be Saturday, February 20th, 2021 at 10am. Due to the coronavirus pandemic,  the meeting will be held by teleconference only using Zoom (https://zoom.us). To participate, at 10am,  if your computer has a microphone and video, go to the Zoom meeting link at https://zoom.us/j/96774053939. No computer access? Call 312-626-6799 and enter the meeting ID of 967 7405 3939 to join the meeting via phone. Anyone can participate in this meeting, or any other VFP Chapter 93 event, be they veteran or not. The meeting agenda is as follows…
1. Introductions and welcome
2. General Business
a. Previous meeting minutes
b. Treasury report
c. Membership
d. VFP 93 Calendar - My Lai: March 16, 1968, Iraq war start: March 20, 2003
e. VFP Outreach
f. National VFP Zoom account for Chapter meetings

g. Other
3. Old & continuing business
a. Honorary Chapter member program
b. Truth In Recruiting/Opt-out
c. VFP at Washtenaw Council of Veterans meetings
d. Other
4. New Business
a. Virtual meeting with U.S Representative Walberg about repealing the 2002 Iraq Authorization for Use of Military Force (AUMF)
b. Other
5. Projects
a. Peace Studies Scholarship
b. MLK Day
c. Earth Day 

d. Peace Pole
e. Arlington Michigan

f. Ann Arbor Art Fair
g. John Lennon Concert
h. John Lennon Concert CD
i. Other
6. Upcoming events – Next meeting – March 20th
7.  Announcements/Adjournment
2. Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Meeting Minutes – January 16, 2021
The meeting began at 10:02 a.m. via Zoom with attendees Lynn Gilbert, Bob Krzewinski, Steve
Morehouse, Mike Muha, J.T. Ramelis, and Bill Shea.
General Business:
a. Minutes of the December meeting were approved.
b. There is no change in the treasury.
c. Calendar of events: Bill and Bob will take part in MLK Day observances at U. of M. Monday.
d. Mike will file the required Form 990 for a 501(c)(3).
e. Membership is at 29 with 3 lapsed. Charlie Pekarek is still on the roster.
f. Outreach for more members: Bill will follow up with the U. of M. and W.C.C. vets’ groups.
Continued on next page …

Old and Continuing Business:
a. On Monday, MLK Day, Matt Watroba will appear on WKAR, 90.5, from 6:00-9:00 p.m. He may be          
    offered an honorary membership in the Chapter.
b. Truth in Recruiting: Now that the new defense bill has passed, Lynn will recheck the provisions for
    obtaining student contact information in the high schools and convey it to Jeff Gaynor of the Ann Arbor
    School Board. The schools are scheduled to reopen March 1 in Ann Arbor.
c. Activism: On Wednesday, January 20, if there are further disturbances in connection with the
    Inauguration, there will be a demonstration at noon on the Diag at the U.of M.
d. The Washtenaw County Council of Veterans was cancelled in January. Bill will call them later to find out
   if they will meet in February. They don’t do Zoom, his contact Michael Smith told him; they meet in       
   person.
e. Concerning Covid vaccinations, Bill said he was able to get his readily at the local V. A. Hospital. J. T.
   said there is a VFP group for homeless vets at the national level but he doesn’t know how homeless vets
   will get their inoculations.
Projects:
a. There are no new scholarship applicants from Michigan. A woman from MS expressed interest and was referred to the AFSC and the Rotary Club.
b. Bob and Bill will tentatively plan contact with Wayne State and M.S.U. to speak about VFP in February. Bill will contact peace studies instructor Eric Montgomery about dates.
c. Bill and Bob will present MLK Day talks at E.M.U. and the Ann Arbor District Library. Bill will try to get AADL to list the MLK Day video already made. Bob will send the video link to National.
d. There is no news about the Peace Pole for Wayne State.
e. Art Fairs: Bill reported that so far, the Board plans to put on the July event live. Next month Bill will file the Chapter application to take part and get a check from Mike for the required fee for a booth space, assuming the Board plans haven’t changed.
f. The John Lennon Concert: Bill will ask Chris Buhalis if he is up for another stint as impresario. The October event may be live or virtual. The concert CD has had no further sales, and sales have not reached the break-even point. But it is available for any upcoming in-person events.
g. Bob will check again about plastic tombstones for use in Arlington Michigan displays.
h. Bill thinks it’s doubtful there will be an Earth Day in Ann Arbor in 2021.
Announcement: The meeting ended at 10:48. The next meeting will be on Zoom, using the same
link as before, on Saturday, February 20, at 10:00 a.m.
3. VFP Chapter 93 Martin Luther King Day Talks

While it was different to not give talks to a live audience, our Chapter still gave presentations to audiences from Eastern Michigan University (EMU), the University of Michigan (UM) and the Ann Arbor District Library (AADL) with the 2021 theme of “Beyond Militarism; Where Do We Go From Here”. For the longer (40 minute) EMU presentation visit https://youtu.be/8dctbkJEUWk. For a shorter (24 minutes) presentation, visit the AADL talk at https://aadl.org/node/575155. 
4. Patriotic Dissent: America in an Age of Endless War 

This YouTube video, hosted by VFP North Carolina Triangle Chapter 157, Patriotic Dissent features VFP member, Danny Sjursen.  Major Sjursen describes ways that our society is militarist and show how militarism subtly (or not-so-subtly) infuses our nation.  It informs foreign policy decisions, conflates patriotism with war, and creates citizen apathy.  Cultural militarism and the linkage of patriotism to war in individual minds must be altered if our nation is to end its reliance on military responses to international disputes. Instead, diplomatic and other nonviolent means should be used to resolve conflicts. With our VFP Chapter 93 recently completing Martin Luther King Day talks on militarism creeping into everyday life, this video (available to view at https://youtu.be/2Zh7YN7xjSU) may be of particular interest. 

5. The Detroit Winter Soldier Investigation: 50 Years Later

(From the national VFP web page…) Like this year, February 1st, 1971 was a Monday, but unlike this year it was the 2nd of 3 days of the Winter Soldier Investigation (WSI) in Detroit, organized by Vietnam Veterans Against the War. Over 100 veterans testified. The panelists spoke of atrocities they had seen or carried out.   WSI got very little press at the time, but it did get some attention from anti-war members of Congress.

Continued on next page …

The My Lai massacre had occurred in March 1968, and became public knowledge in November 1969.   Supporters of the war were claiming that My Lai was an isolated incident, but WSI put the lie to that. The testimony was both a revelation of damning information about a brutal war, and an important expression of the anti-war veterans’ movement.  Both the information and the movement played important roles in getting the US out of Viet Nam.

WSI was unprecedented in two ways: 1) the participants in war crimes were among those exposing them – for the purpose of stopping such crimes; and 2) the panel members were not generals, politicians, bureaucrats or academics, but rather rank and file soldiers.

Fifty years later, we are reeling from the violent insurrection at the Capitol and the fallout from an attempted racist coup carried out by adherents of the Confederacy and Nazism, an attack that included some veterans.  It was funded by wealthy interests, and led and abetted by Trump and major forces within the Republican Party.  There are threats right now, implicit and otherwise, to Democratic members of Congress from certain of their Republican colleagues.

A dozen years ago, President Obama said we must look forward, not backward; this meant there would be no official public exposure and accountability for crimes like torture under the Bush-Cheney regime.  The Nuremburg Trials say otherwise. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa say otherwise. The Winter Soldier Investigation says otherwise.
To view the actual 1971 Winter Soldier hearings, the YouTube link to the “Winter Soldier” film is at https://youtu.be/cP7iwF9a5sA. For more written word on Winter Soldier visit https://wagingnonviolence.org/2021/02/fifty-years-ago-winter-soldier-exposed-vietnam-war-crime/. 
6. Announcement, Anniversaries & Reminders
VFP National Online Social Hours
VFP has experimented with VFP Social Hours and members enjoyed the chance to chat and catch up (or meet) with other Veterans For Peace members. VFP will continue these every Thursday at 6pm. (EDT). To join the Social Hour, go to https://zoom.us/j/324812650 or go to https://zoom.us/join and click join meeting and enter in Meeting ID: 324 812 650
VFP Open Mike Session – Every Friday

The Veterans For Peace Open Mic will take place every Friday from 8pm-12am CST live from the VFP Facebook page and YouTube channel. Selected artists will receive 7-10 minutes to share their music with a live audience. Artists are welcome to share pre-recorded videos or tune in and perform live (with prior approved soundcheck). For more information visit https://default.salsalabs.org/T29e41f2d-3aa2-4a20-a424-47b81d44c964/ac2d1723-28ae-4fc8-a164-aa3cdd82bea9 
VFP John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD
Our VFP Chapter has a compact disc (CD) recording of the musical artists performing at our October John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concerts over the years for our Chapter’s Peace Scholarship program. And like the Concert, a purchase of the CD also goes to benefit the Peace Scholarship program. The John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD can be purchased for $15, plus $3 for shipping, by PayPal by visiting www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert-cd.
Selections on the John Lennon CD include Revolution (Chris Buhalis, Peter “Madcat” Ruth), Maggie Mae (Dave Boutette, Peter “Madcat” Ruth, Dave Keeney), You’ve Go To Hide Your Love Away (Annie & Rod Capps, Jason Dennie), Lucy In The Sky With Diamonds (Billy King with Emily Slomovits and band), In My Life (Emily Slomvits with Billy King), Dear Prudence (Jo Serrapere), Across The Universe (Jen Sygit), Rest Easy Little Darlin (John Latini), Crippled Inside (Dave Keeney, Sophia Hanfi), Working Class Hero (Rochelle Clark), Come Together (Shari Kane and Dave Steele) and Imagine (Billy King).
Veterans For Peace National Weekly E-News List
Get updates on upcoming VFP national actions, ongoing campaigns and news from chapters across the country.  Additionally, the e-news provides resources and helpful tips for engaging your own actions. To sign up visit https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/eblast0/index.html.  
Our VFP Chapter Can Use Your Help
Currently our VFP Chapter has only a few people doing all the work and projects and to say we could use help is an understatement. Most of these jobs don’t take up that much time at all, and would help out the Chapter immensely. One thing we are trying to promote is for people to sign up for a “volunteer email list”. We always need extra people to help staff events like the Arlington Michigan display on Memorial/Veterans Day or the VFP booth at Earth Day or the Ann Arbor Art Fair. Just tell us you want to be on the volunteer e-mail list and when an event date starts rolling around, we will email you to see if you can help out. If you can, great. If not, we understand. Even if you are not a veteran, we could still use your help. To be placed on the “volunteer email list”, just send an email to Bob Krzewinski at wolverbob@gmail.com and he will get back in touch with you. Thanks in advance for your consideration of this request!!!
Support Those Who Supported Us For Our John Lennon Concert!
We again thank our musical artists who are contributing their talent to make our 2019 John Lennon benefit concert a success and urge you to support them throughout the year by attending their performances and purchasing their recordings. Visit https://www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert for a listing of concert musicians.
Metro Detroit VFP Chapter
The Metro Detroit Chapter of Veterans For Peace covers Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Monroe Counties and also has regular meetings. For more information visit www.vfp74.org. 
A Simple Way To Promote VFP - Wear Your VFP T-Shirt!
Help spread the word about Veterans For Peace by wearing a VFP t-shirt, sweatshirt or button around your town or in your travels. Not only does this introduce the public to the fact that there are veterans who stand for peace but can help bring additional veterans into the organization. Don’t have a VFP t-shirt or button? Order them by visiting https://shopvfp.org (secure, online sales available).
