
 

Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Meeting – Saturday, August 15th, 2020, 10am 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic,  the meeting will be held by teleconference only using Zoom ( 
https://zoom.us). To participate, at 10am, August 15th, if your computer has a microphone and video, go to the 
Zoom meeting link at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88563866355. No computer access? Call 312-626-6799 and 
enter the meeting ID of 885 6386 6355  to join the meeting via phone.  
 

1. Introductions and welcome 

2. General Business 

a. Previous meeting minutes 

b. Treasury report 

c. Membership 

d. VFP 93 Calendar – Hiroshima/Nagasaki (August 6 & 9), Opt-Out (high school students & military 

recruiters) 

e. VFP Outreach – Farmers Markets 

f. Other 

3. Old & continuing business 

a. Honorary Chapter member program 

b. Truth In Recruiting/Opt-out  

c. VFP 93 & countering Trump actions locally  

d. VFP Dingell meeting 

e. VFP at Washtenaw Council of Veterans meetings 

f. Therapeutic Writing Program  

g. Other 

4. New Business 

a. Other 

5. Projects 

a. Peace Studies Scholarship 

b. MLK Day 

c. Peace Pole  

d. Ann Arbor Art Fair 

e. John Lennon Concert 

f. John Lennon Concert CD 

g. Arlington Michigan 

h. Other 

6. Upcoming events – Next meeting – September 19 

7. Announcements/Adjournment 

 
2. Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Meeting Minutes – July 18, 2020 
The meeting took up at 10:03 with Lynn Gilbert, Bob Krzewinski, Mike Muha, J.T. Ramelis, and Bill Shea in 
attendance.  Steve Morehouse joined later. 
 
General Business: 
a. The minutes of the June meeting were corrected to reflect the spelling Steve Saelzler’s name. 

https://zoom.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88563866355
https://dce38e56-2493-4b39-b71f-8709e753bd00.filesusr.com/ugd/50be72_b61a640c0b37479c883ac3557fb70c1e.pdf


b. Mike reported that the treasury has $7,155 in it.  Major recent expenses included $1,500 for a peace 
scholarship and a national conference ad, which Mike displayed via screen sharing. The success of the 
graphic, which included promotion of the Lennon Concert CD, was appreciated by all. 

c. Membership includes 8 lapsed members, three of whom are honorary members whose dues have been paid.  
MIKE will prod National again to list their names, whose addresses BOB will forward to him. 

d. VFP outreach: as noted previously, the Ann Arbor Green Fair, postponed from June to August, has now been 
cancelled.   

e. Bill reported that the Ann Arbor Farmers’ Market is not hosting any outside persons for tabling there.  BOB will 
contact the Ypsi Farmers’ Market about the Chapter tabling there. 

 
Old and Continuing Business: 
a.  Honorary membership: Matt Watroba, radio host, might be a good choice; he could be honored next May in 

connection with Mother’s Day. 
b. Opt-out and Truth in Recruiting: LYNN is to research the virus’ effect on recruiting in schools and try to find 

out what is going on in Ypsi.  J.T. RAMELIS volunteered to find out what recruiting is going on in Flint schools 
and whether we might talk to students there. 

c. Local activism: Bob and Mike went to the Black Lives Matter rally in Ypsi but, in the heat, decided not to 
march. 

d. A meeting with U.S. Rep. Debbie Dingell is still on hold, but members are encouraged to phone in support of 
the bill to reduce the military budget. 

e. Bill got only an answering machine when he called the Washtenaw Council of Veterans and assumes they 
are not meeting. 

f. There is no news from Madeline Diehl on her writing therapy project with vets.  Lynn gave her some books 
and journals on poetry therapy, including with the disabled. 

 
New Business: 
a.  Those present concurred in the Chapter signing on to the anti-war letter to the Japanese people sponsored 

by VFP Chapter 34, whose Rachel Clark is collecting signatures. BOB will send in our agreement. 
b. The national convention will take place online August 2-9, 2020. 
 
Projects: 
a. Bill got a cordial thank-you letter from the scholarship recipient, who said he would follow up with periodic 

reports of his progress and would like to attend the John Lennon Concert.   
b. MIKE will write to the scholar for his shirt size, then send him a Chapter T-shirt, in hopes that seeing it will 

encourage others to apply. 
c. Bill also wrote the other applicant, telling him that he needed to have a connection with Michigan, but if his 

status changed, he should get in touch for reconsideration.  He will send out letters to Michigan colleges next 
month to remind them of the scholarship. 

d. MLK Day: In view of the current public focus on racism, BILL, BOB, AND MIKE will confer on revising their 
MLK presentation to emphasize links between war and racism before their next MLK event.  BILL will go 
through his book on MLK for pertinent references.  The 2021 presentation may have to be online only. 

e. MIKE will follow up with Fred Pierson about putting up the Wayne State Peace Pole at the Methodist Church 
across the street from campus, possibly in its Reflection Garden. 

f. BILL will call The Ark to find out if they’re likely to open by October, and if not whether the usual John Lennon 
Benefit Concert should be online.  BILL will also contact Chris Buhalis, who MCs and recruits talent, to see if 
he might do the show online.  Chris does his own concert online these days, with a tip jar; BOB will send out a 
link to Chris’s weekly show. 

g. The concert CD gross so far is about $350, Mike reported, so the Chapter is down about $700 at this point.  A 
couple CDs were sold at the Memorial Day Arlington Michigan in Detroit. 

h. Bill said that the Chapter has a City permit to set up Arlington Michigan in Vets Park in November. 
 
Closing: 
a. Bob said that the Chapter meeting in August would be virtual again.  The usual meeting place, the U.-U. 

Church of Ann Arbor, is still closed.  The code will be the same as for today. 
b. MIKE will renew our Zoom meeting access through the end of the year. 
c. The meeting adjourned at 10:52. 
 


