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Veterans For Peace - Chapter 93

June 2020 Newsletter
… The Utah Phillips – J. David Singer Chapter
Serving Washtenaw, Livingston, Hillsdale, Lenawee and Jackson Counties 

Local Contact: Bob Krzewinski – 734-487-9058 – wolverbob@gmail.com 

www.vfp93.org or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/VFP93
1. Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Meeting – Saturday, June 20th, 2020
The next VFP Chapter 93 meeting will be Saturday, June 20th at 10am. Due to the coronavirus pandemic,  the meeting will be held by teleconference only using Zoom ( https://zoom.us). To participate, at 10am, June 20th, if your computer has a microphone and video, go to the Zoom meeting link at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88563866355. No computer access? Call 312-626-6799 and enter the meeting ID of 885 6386 6355  to join the meeting via phone. Anyone can participate in this meeting, or any other VFP Chapter 93 event, be they veteran or not. The meeting agenda is as follows…

1. Introductions and welcome

2. General Business

a. Previous meeting minutes

b. Treasury report

c. Membership

d. VFP 93 Calendar - Hiroshima – Nagasaki (August 6 & 9)
e. Web page renewal 

f. Other

3. Old & continuing business

a. Honorary Chapter member program

b. Truth In Recruiting/Opt-out 
c. VFP 93 & countering Trump actions locally – Black Lives Matter March, June 20, 2pm, Ypsilanti downtown - 
d. VFP Dingell meeting

e. VFP at Washtenaw Council of Veterans meetings
f. Therapeutic Writing Program 
g. Other

4. New Business

a. VFP Outreach – Green Fair (Friday, August 14th, 6pm to 9pm), Farmers Markets
b. Other
5. Projects

a. Peace Studies Scholarship

b. MLK Day

c. Peace Pole 
d. Ann Arbor Art Fair

e. John Lennon Concert

f. John Lennon Concert CD
g. Arlington Michigan – July 4, Grand Circus Park, 10am set up, 11am-5pm display
h. Other

6. Upcoming events – Next meeting – July 18
7. Announcements/Adjournment

2. Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Meeting Minutes – May 16, 2020

Introduction:  The meeting began at 10:06 on Zoom. Present were Lynn Gilbert, Bob Krzewinski, Steve Morehouse, Mike Muha, J. T. Ramelis, and Bill Shea.

General Business:

a. Mike reported that there is $8,719.62 in the Chapter bank account.  He has a list of buyers to date of the CD of music from the John Lennon concerts.  Free CDs went to Diane Zahn and Annie Capps for their work in making the CD possible. Mike said that PayPal creates mailing labels for purchases. Buyers may use a credit card rather than PayPal.

b. STEVE will put an ad in the Ann Arbor Friends’ newsletter for the CD.

c. Membership: the roster shows 30 members, but several are lapsed.  BOB and MIKE will try to sort out the absence of paid-for honorary memberships from the roster.

d. Calendar: Apart from Utah Phillips’ birthday, not much is happening.  It’s doubtful there will be a Memorial Day march in Glacier Hills, Ann Arbor, this year.

e. Mike noted that Chris Buhalis, impresario of the John Lennon concerts, has been performing online each Tuesday from 6:00 to 7:00.

f. The annual Green Fair in Ann Arbor may take place later in the summer.  BOB will let them know we would like to table at it.  There is no fee.

g. Mike has reserved a Zoom slot for Chapter meetings for the next four months.

Old and Continuing Business:
h. Chapter membership in the Ann Arbor U.-U. Church is still on hold. The church is closed.
i. So is a meeting with U.S. Rep. Debbie Dingle.
j. Those present talked about the question of the effect of the virus on military recruiting.

k. Bill got no answer from the Washtenaw County Council of Vets.

l. MIKE will check with Madeline Diehl for a response to her grant request on therapeutic writing for veterans.  Lynn, though not a veteran, volunteered to assist; she has a Master’s in (career) counseling,  takes part in writers’ workshops, is a published writer, and is interested in poetry therapy. Bob named possible young veterans to assist Madeline, per her preference and request.

New Business:
m. J. T. said that the veterans’ meeting with U.S. Senator Gary Peters of Michigan consisted largely in generalities.  He asked about the current squeeze on the V.A. and Bob asked for support for a law that would require the President to get Congressional permission before launching a first-strike attack, so that a violation of that law would constitute an unlawful order, which military personnel must not obey.  He got no specific answer.
n. MIKE will pass on to VFP members the Friends’ material on how to use social media to influence opinion.
Projects:

o. BILL will inquire in August what colleges are going to open, with a view to sending their scholarship departments information about the Chapter’s Peace Scholarships.

p. MIKE will get in touch with Fred Pearson and Andrea at Wayne State about installing the Peace Pole there. BOB will send Mike a text of no more than 80 characters to put on the brass plaque for the pole, explaining its origin.  MIKE will send out the text for comment.

q. Bob raised the question whether the Chapter could table at the Farmer’s Market in Ann Arbor this summer. BILL will find out.  J. T. and Steve would like to take part in tabling if it happens.

r. BOB will check with the store BookBound when it reopens, to see if they would sell the CDs.  They favor local creative works.

s. BOB will check with the Detroit VFP chapter about setting up Arlington Michigan in Detroit on July 4, a Saturday. He reported that Swords into Plowshares, the bookstore in the First Methodist Church across from the display site, would open up and offer refreshments.

t. BOB will follow up on the plastic tombstones used by other chapters, to replace the worn wooden crosses now in use.

u. Michigan casualties since the Iraq and Afghanistan wars are unknown; no one knows of a list that might show them.

Closing:
v. The next meeting will be on Saturday, June 20, at 10:00 a.m., which is also Bill’s birthday.
w. The meeting adjourned at 10:40.
3. VFP Arlington Michigan Display In Downtown Detroit On July 4th – Volunteers Needed
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VFP Chapters 74 (Metro Detroit) and 93 have again joined forces to set up the Veterans For Peace Arlington Michigan display (one marker for every Michigan soldier killed in the Afghan and Iraq wars) in downtown Detroit on July 4, Independence Day. The display will be up from 11am to 5pm, in downtown Detroit’s Grand Circus Park (Woodward at East Adams – map link at http://goo.gl/maps/TvSPI). The display was supposed to be held on Memorial Day in May, but was postponed due to the pandemic and the associated “stay-home” directives.  Volunteers are very much needed to help set up the display starting at 10am with setup taking around an hour. Additional volunteers are needed to staff the display throughout the day and also take the display down at 5pm. If you can help out, please contact Bob Krzewinski at wolverbob@gmail.com or call 734-487-9058.

4. VFP Chapter Taking Part In Ypsilanti Black Lives Matter March June 20th
On Saturday, June 20th, VFP Chapter 93 members will participate in a march for Black Lives Matter starting from downtown Ypsilanti (Michigan Avenue and Washington Street) and ending in Depot Town (less than ¾ of a mile). The march starts at 2pm and for more information visit https://www.facebook.com/events/692321658002608. Please consider attending and wear VFP t-shirts if you have any. 
5. Message To VFP Members On Showing Up For Black Lives

(From Garett Reppenhagen, Executive Director of Veterans For Peace) - George Floyd’s death on May 25th was not new to the long history of police brutality disproportionate to Black people and communities of color. The ability to record video and share it broadly on social media allowed the world to witness the cruelty and disregard for human life that plays out so frequently but often times goes undocumented. It was the final straw to break in a long series of police violence and hate crime against black lives.
As protests and riots spread to every state in the nation it has drawn activists out from physical-distancing due to health concerns to challenge white supremacy, inequality and police violence. Our members have been among them. It has been incredible to see so many Veterans For Peace members take the streets to help demand a racially just society. White supremacy is a pillar of patriarchy, economic injustice and oppression that impacts us all.

Veterans for Peace stands in defense of Black lives. These are perfect opportunities to learn from and follow organizations led by Black people and people of color and our Black VFP members so we are building strong relationships and meeting the needs of the most impacted communities.
I know so many members of VFP have incredible organizing experience and have been on the front lines of movements for generations. I know you are creative and have powerful ways that can be an asset. That wisdom and legacy has incredible value. We will have moments in these coming months to be out in front on specific facets of this revolution.
Now is a good time to be humble. Be helpful. Be heartful. The most important way you can show up and be a good ally at this time is up to your POC organizers and VFP members in your local area. You should reach out before taking initiative in your community and establish a connection. Ask them, “How can I support you and what is the best way to meet your needs?”. Withhold from offering ideas or suggestions. It is not our place to lecture. It is not our place to make judgments. Be considerate to how they want you positioned, what you are wearing and what you do and say. Our actions can impact their success and their safety.
Be conscious of any privilege you might carry based on how others perceive you. Listen to Black leadership and voices of color. Listen to the youth of the movement. People are in the streets because they are not being heard in other venues. The expression is critical for the world to receive their message. If you show up with an open heart you can prove it by having an open ear. Be silent so their voices can be loud.
At the national office we are speaking to leaders in the movement to be a resource and to support them. We will reveal ways that more members can engage in calls to action and support roles that will build on our mission of peace.
We have made a strong call for our military and National Guard to #StanddownForBlackLives
Since then we are receiving calls from service members looking for options, resources, advice and encouragement to deny orders to mobilize against their own communities. We are in the early stages of organizing peer support advocates and trying to build out our network of educators.
If you haven’t seen our previous statements you can see them here:

· Veterans Condemn Deployment of Troops
· Veterans Call on the Minnesota National Guard to Stand Down
6. Tell Our Governor: National Guard Off Our Streets NOW!
As streets in towns and cities across the country fill with black protesters and allies rising up to demand justice for George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Tony McDade, and the countless Black lives stolen by white supremacist policing and centuries of oppression —  the State has met protestors with batons, teargas, drones, stun grenades, rubber bullets, armored vehicles, and live ammunition. 
(Continued next page) 
Now, every hour, more and more Governors are calling on the National Guard to flood our streets and reinforce police departments already enacting a racist mandate of suppression of dissent. As antiwar activists who rose up against National Guard deployments that would further militarize the U.S. southern border, it is time again to rise up against the suppression of Black uprisings and the militarization of our streets today. 
Sign and demand our governor end the war on black people and pull the National Guard off our streets NOW!

https://act.winwithoutwar.org/act/tell-your-governor-national-guard 
7. Tell Congress: Police Militarization And Over-Policing Must End
(From the American Civil Liberties Union) - In mid-June, the House Judiciary Committee's held hearing on policing is set for tomorrow, and it could not be a more crucial time to demand action from our lawmakers.
It's time to divest from law enforcement as an institution. We're calling on the House to take swift measures toward this goal and need you to join us. Please, send your message to Congress now – and specifically demand:
1. The end to the Department of Defense's 1033 program, which fuels the militarization of law enforcement by arming local and state police like soldiers. Weapons have no role in the policing of our communities or protests, especially military-grade weapons;

2. The end to the COPS (Community Oriented Policing Services) grants that put excessive numbers of law enforcement on the streets and in schools, where they have proven to be dangerous and divisive;

3. The reigning in of Byrne JAG (Justice Assistance Grant) grants, as long as they continue to perpetuate police violence, the destruction of Black and Brown communities, the failed drug war, and low-level arrests.
We have seen the destruction that police militarization and over-policing in our communities can do.

In the past few weeks alone, we've seen police – armed with military gear and weapons – use excessive force and unlawful violence against protesters asking for racial justice and journalists covering their demonstrations.

And for centuries, we have seen over-policing in America lead to the targeting, brutalization, and unnecessary deaths of Black and Brown people. It must end, and it must end now.
This is a pivotal moment. The fact that the Minneapolis City Council announced its intention to disband the Minneapolis Police Department over the weekend shows us that change to policing in our country is possible. Now, we must push for that change at the federal level – by coming together and demanding action from our lawmakers as loudly as possible. Please, make sure Congress hears your voice today: Send a message to your U.S. House Representatives and demand an end to 1033 and COPS – and to reign in Byrne JAG grants so long as this money continues to perpetuate police violence and harm.
8. The Million Veteran Program Needs More Women Veterans To Participate
From the VAntage Point blog: With Women Veterans Day being held every June 12th, it’s important to recognize the contributions of female Veterans like Liotta and Adkins in the Million Veteran Program. More than 830,000 former service members are enrolled in MVP, of which 80,000 are women. Their genetic information and other health data are being used to study diseases, such as breast cancer, and to research gender differences in other common conditions, including depression and heart disease. The goal is to provide better, more personalized ways of identifying and treating diseases based upon a person’s characteristics.
Historically, women have been underrepresented in medical and biological research, leading to knowledge gaps that can result in misdiagnoses and drugs that may affect men and women differently. Although these trends have been changing in recent years, the status of women as minorities in the Veteran population can make it harder for VA researchers to recruit enough women to get valid study results. Thus, by volunteering for MVP, female Vets can make a big difference for other Veterans of today and the future.

Related: How women can join the Million Veteran Program
9. Da 5 Bloods Film Review 
(From VFP member Mike Hastie, Army Medic Viet Nam) - It is now 2:00AM in Portland, Oregon. I just got through watching Spike Lee's 2hr. and 35min. film on Viet Nam. I have two words to describe this film: EXTREMELY SHALLOW. I was very disappointed in Spike Lee. I thought he had more depth. Not only did he make the Vietnamese in the film look and act stupid, but he made the five black actors playing five black soldiers look and act superficial.
(Continued next page)
I "served" ( and I use that word loosely ) with black soldiers in Viet Nam. I knew some of them very well. Many of them were medics. I my opinion, none of those black soldiers would have liked this film. It did not help the cause of Black History, as so many young people, black and white, are probably going to give this film a lot of credence.

As a Viet Nam veteran, this film was an embarrassment. Spike Lee did not get this film right. The main actor, Delroy Lindo, who is well known in Hollywood, played the part of an American soldier who hated " Gooks." On top of that, the soldier he played wore a baseball cap that had this written on it: "Make America Great Again." That part of the story was utterly absurd, along with the gold they were trying to get back to the U.S. You would have to see the movie to understand.

The only part of the movie that I felt had some credibility was the historical content of what was happening in the U.S. during the time period of this film. Too bad, Spike Lee just didn't get it. Too bad, a lot of people are going to think this film was the way it was. Too bad, there was a lot of killing in this movie at the expense of the Vietnamese. Too bad, the Vietnamese were disrespected by this American made movie. Too bad I watched this film, thinking it might have some historical substance. Too bad a close friend of mine in Viet Nam

who was a black medic had to die as a result of being in Viet Nam.

Rest In Peace Willie Hemphill. I'm glad you never saw this film.

10. Announcement, Anniversaries & Reminders
June 26 (Friday) - Women Veterans’ Health Forum

VeteransPolicy.org is hosting a Zoom Forum on June 26 at 2 p.m. EDT with leaders from top veteran advocacy organizations to discuss women veterans’ health. VHPI Senior Policy Analyst Suzanne Gordon will moderate the discussion with:

· Tammy Bartlet, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)

· Maureen Elias, Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA)

· Joy Ilem, Disabled American Veterans (DAV)

· Katie Purswell, The American Legion

· Kayla Williams, The Center for New American Security (CNAS)

VFP John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert Now On CD

In April 2020, our Veterans For Peace Chapter released a compact disc (CD) recording of the musical artists performing at our October John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concerts over the years for our Chapter’s Peace Scholarship program. And like the Concert, a purchase of the CD also goes to benefit the Peace Scholarship program.

Selections on the CD include Revolution (Chris Buhalis, Peter “Madcat” Ruth), Maggie Mae (Dave Boutette, Peter “Madcat” Ruth, Dave Keeney), You’ve Go To Hide Your Love Away (Annie & Rod Capps, Jason Dennie), Lucy In The Sky With Diamonds (Billy King with Emily Slomovits and band), In My Life (Emily Slomvits with Billy King), Dear Prudence (Jo Serrapere), Across The Universe (Jen Sygit), Rest Easy Little Darlin (John Latini), Crippled Inside (Dave Keeney, Sophia Hanfi), Working Class Hero (Rochelle Clark), Come Together (Shari Kane and Dave Steele) and Imagine (Billy King). 

​The John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD can be purchased for $15, plus $3 for shipping, by PayPal by visiting www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert-cd. 
Our VFP Chapter Can Use Your Help

Currently our VFP Chapter has only a few people doing all the work and projects and to say we could use help is an understatement. Most of these jobs don’t take up that much time at all, and would help out the Chapter immensely. One thing we are trying to promote is for people to sign up for a “volunteer email list”. We always need extra people to help staff events like the Arlington Michigan display on Memorial/Veterans Day or the VFP booth at Earth Day or the Ann Arbor Art Fair. Just tell us you want to be on the volunteer e-mail list and when an event date starts rolling around, we will email you to see if you can help out. If you can, great. If not, we understand. Even if you are not a veteran, we could still use your help. To be placed on the “volunteer email list”, just send an email to Bob Krzewinski at wolverbob@gmail.com and he will get back in touch with you. Thanks in advance for your consideration of this request!!!

VFP National Online Social Hours

VFP has experimented with VFP Social Hours and members enjoyed the chance to chat and catch up (or meet) with other Veterans For Peace members. VFP will continue these twice a week every Tuesday and Thursday at 2 pm. (EDT). VFP will post the "Join" link in the Calendar section on the right side of the front page of our website - www.veteransforpeace.org - before every Social Hour. 

Veterans For Peace National Weekly E-News List

Get updates on upcoming VFP national actions, ongoing campaigns and news from chapters across the country.  Additionally, the e-news provides resources and helpful tips for engaging your own actions. To sign up visit https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/eblast0/index.html 

Support Those Who Supported Us For Our John Lennon Concert!

We again thank our musical artists who are contributing their talent to make our 2019 John Lennon benefit concert a success and urge you to support them throughout the year by attending their performances and purchasing their recordings. Visit https://www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert for a listing of concert musicians.

VFP 93 On Facebook

Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 now has a Facebook page. To sign up, just visit https://www.facebook.com/VFP93 

Car Donations To Help The Chapter

If anyone has a car to donate, the Chapter would appreciate it be given to Charity Motors 888-908-2277. They pick it up anywhere and will give 70% of the sell price to our Chapter. The car can be in any condition.
Michigan Peace Network - http://michiganpeacenetwork.org/ 
Metro Detroit VFP Chapter

The Metro Detroit Chapter of Veterans For Peace covers Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Monroe Counties and also has regular meetings. For more information visit www.vfp74.org. 
A Simple Way To Promote VFP - Wear Your VFP T-Shirt!

Help spread the word about Veterans For Peace by wearing a VFP t-shirt, sweatshirt or button around your town or in your travels. Not only does this introduce the public to the fact that there are veterans who stand for peace but can help bring additional veterans into the organization. Don’t have a VFP t-shirt or button? Order them by visiting http://veterans-for-peace-onlihttps://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/eblast0/index.htmlne-store.myshopify.com/ (secure, online sales available).
GI Rights Hotline

If you know someone in the military who is seeking a discharge due to a hardship, conscientious objection, homosexual conduct, medical, or psychological problems, or is in the delayed entry program, has not reported for boot camp, and wants out of the military, contact the GI Rights Hotline at http://girightshotline.org/en/ or calling them at 877-447-4487.
