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1. Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Meeting – Saturday, September 19th, 2020 

The next VFP Chapter 93 meeting will be Saturday, September 19th at 10am. Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic,  the meeting will be held by teleconference only using Zoom (https://zoom.us). To participate, at 
10am, September 19th, if your computer has a microphone and video, go to the Zoom meeting link at 
https://zoom.us/j/96774053939. No computer access? Call 312 626 6799 and enter the meeting ID of 967 7405 
3939 to join the meeting via phone. Anyone can participate in this meeting, or any other VFP Chapter 93 event, 
be they veteran or not. The meeting agenda is as follows… 
 

1. Introductions and welcome 
2. General Business 

a. Previous meeting minutes 
b. Treasury report 
c. Membership 
d. VFP 93 Calendar – Opt-Out (high school students & military recruiters), Arlington MI display press 

release Observer & Current, Afghan war start – October 7, 2001 
e. VFP Outreach  
f. Other 

3. Old & continuing business 
a. Honorary Chapter member program 
b. Truth In Recruiting/Opt-out  
c. VFP 93 & countering Trump actions locally  
d. VFP Dingell meeting 
e. VFP at Washtenaw Council of Veterans meetings 
f. Other 

4. New Business 
a. Other 

5. Projects 
a. Peace Studies Scholarship 
b. MLK Day 
c. Peace Pole  
d. Ann Arbor Art Fair 
e. John Lennon Concert 
f. John Lennon Concert CD 
g. Arlington Michigan 
h. Other 

6. Upcoming events – Next meeting –October 17 Announcements/Adjournment 
 

2. Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Meeting Minutes – August 15, 2020 
The meeting convened at 11:03 online.  Present were Madeline Diehl, Lynn Gilbert, Bob Krzewinski, Steve 
Morehouse, Mike Muha, J.T. Ramelis, and Bill Shea. 
 
General Business: 
a. Nobody had corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting. 
b. Mike reported that the Treasury had $7,177.69, which included new sales of eight or nine CDs. He has sent a 

T-shirt and CD to the Chapter’s new Peace Studies scholar.  The memberships of three honorary members 
are now shown as renewed on the national roster. Total CDs sold are 38 and the break-even point for the 
Chapter is around 100 sales. 

c. Bob reported that national membership is now around 3,500, up from 3,000. The Chapter has a total of 28 
with four lapsed.  There are chapters in at least five other nations. 

d. BOB will prepare materials on high school student Opt-Out to post on the webpage and Facebook.  Opt-Out 
is a means for students or their parents to decline the students’ being recruited in high school by the military. 
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e. To aid in CD promotion and sales, BILL will share the text he has sent to his extensive mailing list and BOB 
will send out pertinent photos.  Madeline wants these also to promote the CD among her circle. 

f. MIKE has requested Zoom capability through the end of 2020.  The U.-U. Church, the normal meeting venue, 
is closed through 12/20. 

 
Old & Continuing Business: 
a.  There are no new candidates for the Chapter’s honorary membership. 
b. LYNN will convey Opt-Out information to the new head of counseling for Ypsi schools. 
c. Lynn reported briefly on the Black Lives Matter rally held at the Ann Arbor Federal Building  since the last 

Chapter meeting.  She wore her VFP T-shirt and hat and carried her VFP tote bag. 
d. The therapeutic writing program for vets took up much of the meeting. The project head, Madeline Diehl, 

explained her plans further and agreed to furnish a brief outline of what she would like the Chapter to do as 
contribution to the program.  The theme is to emphasize the positive, how traumatized vets can see 
themselves as heroes rather than victims.  The outline may take the form of a Chapter letter of agreement. 

e. In furtherance of this program, LYNN will publicize it for National and VVAW; MIKE will teach Madeline’s 
participants how to use Zoom.  

f. Chapter 50, Traverse City, has its own scholarship program, which Bill presented as restricted to veterans or 
family members attending Northwestern Michigan University who profess a commitment to peace and justice.   

g. BILL will approach the new Ann Arbor City Council about a permanent exemption from fees for use of 
Veterans Park for the Arlington Michigan display on Veterans Day. 

 
Projects: 
a. Bill has a possible scholarship applicant in the pipeline. 
b. MLK Day: BILL is in touch with the Ann Arbor District Library about a repeat session in 2020 and will contact 

the U. of M. as well.  BOB and BILL will meet later to work out a modified presentation to emphasize King’s 
campaign against racism and well as militarism. The presentations may be all online in 2021. 

c. MIKE will get in touch with Fred Pearson at Wayne State about alternative locations for a new Peace Pole. 
d. Ann Arbor Arts Fair: Bill heard from and sent photos for them to include in their publicity. 
e. Could there be a John Lennon Benefit Concert online? BILL will continue trying to reach Chris Buhalis, 

impresario of the concert, about an online event that would serve as place-holder in the attention of the public 
of the area, since the usual venue, The Ark, will not open.  Mike thought that a lot of local musicians are 
already set up with lights and mic at home because this is now their only source of income.  MIKE will see if 
the concert can use a Zoom license through the U.-U. Church of Ann Arbor. 

f. Vets Day crosses:  BOB will ensure that there are no name omissions or duplicates by Wednesday, 
November 11, when the annual display is scheduled for Vets Park. 

The next meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 19, via Zoom. 
 
3. No VFP John Lennon Benefit Concert At The Ark In 2020 
With restrictions on concerts due to the pandemic, there will not be a John Lennon birthday benefit concert at The 
Ark in Ann Arbor this year. Still being explored is a possible online musical event during October to keep the spirit 
of John Lennon alive in our area with more details to be available soon.  
 
Also, the annual John Lennon concert was the major fundraiser for the VFP Chapter 93 Peace Scholarship Fund 
which grants funds to Michigan students enrolled in peace studies or conflict resolution programs (such as those  
at both Wayne State University and Michigan State University). Any and all contributions to the VFP Chapter 93 
Peace Scholarship Fund are especially welcome now and entirely tax deductible. For more information visit 
www.vfp93.org/peace-scholarship-donations.  
 
4. Arlington Michigan Display Still Planned For Veterans Day In Ann Arbor 
While 2019 saw the first time ever cancellation of the Arlington Michigan display (one grave marker for every 
Michigan soldier killed in the Iraq and Afghan wars) due to a snowstorm, the display is still planned to be held on 
Wednesday, November 11th from 11am to dusk in Ann Arbor’s Veterans Park. More details will be contained in 
the October Chapter newsletter.  

 
5. September Is "Opt-Out Time" For High School Students To Be Contacted By Military Recruiters 
Under the Federal “Every Student Succeeds Act”, unless a parent of a high school student under 18 signs and 
returns to a high school administration an “opt-out” form, a high school is legally bound to provide student contact 
information to military recruiters. While opt-out forms are sometimes provided to parents, click on this link to 
download a PDF opt-out form that can be forwarded to a high school and is legally binding. For more information 
about high school students “opting out” go to http://www.studentprivacy.org/opt-out-jame--asvab.html. 
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6. Veteran Suicide Awareness Display During September In Ypsilanti Township 

 
This display of crosses is sponsored by the Vietnam Veterans Of America Chapter 310 to bring attention to the 
average 22 suicides that take place by veterans every day (for the month of September, 22 crosses will be added 
every day). The display is on Huron River Drive in Ypsilanti Township near the Civic Center (map link at 
https://goo.gl/maps/N1tnJNEZVu5WJHG99). For more information about the Vietnam Veterans Of America 
Chapter 310 read their newsletter at https://www.vva310.org/images/stories/2020_Dispatch/Sept2020.pdf, visit 
their web page at https://www.vva310.org or their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Vietnam-
Veterans-of-America-Chapter-310-138639263951. If you or a veteran is in crisis, call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 
1. There are also options to chat or text with someone who will listen: https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/.  
 
7. September is Suicide Prevention Month: Learn How To Be There For Veterans In Crisis 
If you or someone you know is in crisis, contact the Veterans Crisis Line: 
 

• Website: www.veteranscrisisline.net  

• Call and press 1: 1-800-273-8255 

• Text Message: 838255 

• Chat online at www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat  

• Support for deaf and hard of hearing: 1-800-799-4889 
 
Reach out and stay connected to the Veteran in your life. Be There. For a Veteran facing hard times, your support 
can provide hope when it’s needed most—and you already have what it takes to show you care. Take a few 
minutes to check in today. Here are some ideas to help you get started with a call, text, or email… 

• Talking on the phone with your Veteran loved ones can strengthen your connection. Calling to just catch 
up is important—especially during this unpredictable time. 

• Not only does an open and honest conversation help people feel less alone, but it also can give you a 
window into their experiences. 
 

If you’re worried about someone, you might need to have a more serious conversation. 
• Remind them you are there for them, even if physically apart. It’s easier to feel isolated these days—so 

reaching out is more important than ever. 
• Validate their experience. Listen more than you speak—don’t dominate the conversation. Even if you can’t 

relate to what they are going through, you can tell them you understand that they went through something 
difficult and show them you respect their feelings about it. 

• Let them decide how much information to share. Supportive and encouraging comments, rather than 
invasive personal questions, will create a space for open communication and avoid putting them on the 
defensive. 

• If you’re concerned, it’s okay to ask directly if they are thinking about suicide. Asking questions about 
thoughts of suicide does not increase a person’s suicide risk, and the answers can help you determine the 
next steps to take. 
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8. International Day Of Peace – Monday, September 21st 
Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September. The United Nations 
General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, through observing 24 
hours of non-violence and cease-fire. The 2020 theme is “Shaping Peace Together” and more UN information 
about this important day can be found at www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace.  
 
Also on September 21st there will be an International Day of Peace Zoom webinar from 7:30pm to 9pm with free 
registration at https://tinyurl.com/y3un85rg. The program features Drs. Vijay Prashad, and Gerald Horne, and an 
expert on military to civilian conversion, Dr. Miriam Pemberton, who will moderate. The theme of the webinar is 
that we face many crises, but rampant military spending is one of the biggest and most dangerous. Our towns and 
cities desperately need vital services, yet we are always asked to cut them while military spending and endless 
wars remain fully funded by our members of Congress. This International Day of Peace observance directly 
connects funding human needs at home to cutting the military budget and promoting global peace. The Money 
For Human Needs campaign urges town and city governments to hold public hearings, to pass resolutions to cut 
the war budget, redirecting the money saved to meet human needs. It is a powerful approach that involves local 
organizing. Consider taking in this important webinar, where we can come together in solidarity, in our quest for 
peace, not war and war spending. 
 
9. Join Veterans For Peace For The World Premiere Of We Are Many! 

Monday September 21st, 8pm EDT -  On February 
15th, 2003, up to 30 million people, many of whom 
had never demonstrated before, came out in nearly 
800 cities around the world to protest against the 
impending Iraq War. WE ARE MANY is the never-
before-told story of the largest demonstration in 
human history, and how the movement created by a 
small band of activists changed the world. This 

fearless, thought-provoking documentary is the remarkable inside story behind the first ever global demonstration, 
and it’s surprising and unreported legacy. 
 
 Veterans For Peace is partnering with the We Are Many movie for a unique live-streamed event marking 
International Day of Peace. General Admission: $12, Student/Senior: $7. National Veterans For Peace will benefit 
from a 40% share of ticket sale profits by purchasing a ticket through our custom link. Buy Your Ticket Here!  
 
This special live-stream event will feature exclusive music performances. The movie will be followed by Q&A 
panel discussion including the movie’s director, Amir Amirani, cast members and leaders from key activist 
organizations. Featuring interviews with: Noam Chomsky (Philosopher and Activist), Ron Kovic (Veteran and 
Author of Born on the Fourth of July), Medea Benjamin (Code Pink Co-founder), John le Carré (World-Renowned 
Author of Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy), Jesse Jackson (Founder of Rainbow/PUSH), Danny Glover (Actor Lethal 
Weapon, The Color Purple, To Sleep with Anger), and more.  
 
10. Take Action! – Tell Video Game CEO To Stop Recruiting Children 
The U.S. military is targeting kids as young as 13 online for recruitment — a blatant violation of strict laws that 
prohibit recruitment of anyone under the age of 16. The Air Force, Army, and Navy are using one of the most 
popular video game platforms, Twitch, which has 63 million users under 18, to target children — and they’ve 
already gotten in trouble for violating the platform’s rules with deceptive giveaways.  
 
War is not a game. The military should not use deceptive and harmful tactics to recruit kids when their guards are 
down online — and no company should give them that opportunity. Tell Twitch CEO Emmett Shear to ban military 
recruitment on the platform and protect young people from harmful recruiting practices.  
There are limits on recruiting children into the military for a reason.  
 
Younger people are vulnerable to manipulation, particularly online. People as young as 13 can sign up for a 
Twitch account which makes military recruitment especially problematic. Additionally, platforms like Twitch are 
built to capitalize on competition and camaraderie — recruiters are considered gaming friends, not actors with an 
agenda. Recruiting on Twitch is deceptive and abusive. Let’s work to end this practice and ensure young people 
can enjoy video games without being subject to manipulation.  
 
Click here to urge Twitch to ban military recruitment and protect younger users. 
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A month ago, Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez offered an amendment to the massive defense spending 
bill that would ban any taxpayer dollars from going to military recruiting on Twitch, but unfortunately the measure 
was defeated by members of Congress who simply do not understand the seriousness of this issue. 
 
At a time when many young people in the United States are struggling to confront economic instability, 
heightened rates of domestic violence, and disruptions to their education under COVID, we cannot allow military 
recruiters to engage in deceptive practices on a platform where young people go to have fun. There should be 
places on the internet where kids can just be kids. Childhood should be about building friendships and play. 
 
11. Announcement, Anniversaries & Reminders 
VFP John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD 

Our VFP Chapter has a compact disc (CD) recording of the musical artists performing at our October John 

Lennon Birthday Benefit Concerts over the years for our Chapter’s Peace Scholarship program. And like the 

Concert, a purchase of the CD also goes to benefit the Peace Scholarship program. 

 

Selections on the CD include Revolution (Chris Buhalis, Peter “Madcat” Ruth), Maggie Mae (Dave Boutette, Peter 

“Madcat” Ruth, Dave Keeney), You’ve Go To Hide Your Love Away (Annie & Rod Capps, Jason Dennie), Lucy In 

The Sky With Diamonds (Billy King with Emily Slomovits and band), In My Life (Emily Slomvits with Billy King), 

Dear Prudence (Jo Serrapere), Across The Universe (Jen Sygit), Rest Easy Little Darlin (John Latini), Crippled 

Inside (Dave Keeney, Sophia Hanfi), Working Class Hero (Rochelle Clark), Come Together (Shari Kane and 

Dave Steele) and Imagine (Billy King).  

 

The John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD can be purchased for $15, plus $3 for shipping, by PayPal by 

visiting www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert-cd.  

 

Veterans For Peace National Weekly E-News List 

Get updates on upcoming VFP national actions, ongoing campaigns and news from chapters across the country.  

Additionally, the e-news provides resources and helpful tips for engaging your own actions. To sign up visit 

https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/eblast0/index.html  

 

Our VFP Chapter Can Use Your Help 
Currently our VFP Chapter has only a few people doing all the work and projects and to say we could use help is 
an understatement. Most of these jobs don’t take up that much time at all, and would help out the Chapter 
immensely. One thing we are trying to promote is for people to sign up for a “volunteer email list”. We always 
need extra people to help staff events like the Arlington Michigan display on Memorial/Veterans Day or the VFP 
booth at Earth Day or the Ann Arbor Art Fair. Just tell us you want to be on the volunteer e-mail list and when an 
event date starts rolling around, we will email you to see if you can help out. If you can, great. If not, we 
understand. Even if you are not a veteran, we could still use your help. To be placed on the “volunteer email list”, 
just send an email to Bob Krzewinski at wolverbob@gmail.com and he will get back in touch with you. Thanks in 
advance for your consideration of this request!!! 
 

VFP National Online Social Hours 
VFP has experimented with VFP Social Hours and members enjoyed the chance to chat and catch up (or meet) 
with other Veterans For Peace members. VFP will continue these twice a week every Tuesday and Thursday at 2 
pm. (EDT). VFP will post the "Join" link in the Calendar section on the right side of the front page of our website - 
www.veteransforpeace.org - before every Social Hour.  
 
Support Those Who Supported Us For Our John Lennon Concert! 
We again thank our musical artists who are contributing their talent to make our 2019 John Lennon benefit 
concert a success and urge you to support them throughout the year by attending their performances and 
purchasing their recordings. Visit https://www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert for a listing of concert musicians. 
 
VFP 93 On Facebook 
Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 now has a Facebook page. To sign up, just visit 
https://www.facebook.com/VFP93  
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Car Donations To Help The Chapter 
If anyone has a car to donate, the Chapter would appreciate it be given to Charity Motors 888-908-2277. They 
pick it up anywhere and will give 70% of the sell price to our Chapter. The car can be in any condition. 
 
Michigan Peace Network - http://michiganpeacenetwork.org/  
 
Metro Detroit VFP Chapter 
The Metro Detroit Chapter of Veterans For Peace covers Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Monroe Counties and 
also has regular meetings. For more information visit www.vfp74.org.  
 
A Simple Way To Promote VFP - Wear Your VFP T-Shirt! 
Help spread the word about Veterans For Peace by wearing a VFP t-shirt, sweatshirt or button around your town 
or in your travels. Not only does this introduce the public to the fact that there are veterans who stand for peace 
but can help bring additional veterans into the organization. Don’t have a VFP t-shirt or button? Order them by 
visiting http://veterans-for-peace-onlihttps://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/eblast0/index.htmlne-
store.myshopify.com/ (secure, online sales available). 
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